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· Medite is a brand name for Medium Density Fiberboard (MDF) panel manufactured by PineSteel in Medford, OR.

· All MDF source wood is recovered fiber.  Normally material that would have been thrown away or burned in years past.  The sources vary and therefore, so will the wood species.

· The ¼” birch Plywood that we use in our dresser drawer bottoms and side panels has Birch from Eastern Canada and the core stock comes from Northwest Fir.

· U.S. standards for plywood have been tightened down in the last few years so that the emissions from plywood are not significantly different from MDF.

· Imported plywood is where the danger lies since the manufacturing standards do not apply out of the U.S., they can use whatever glues they see fit.  This is a particular issue with plywood coming from Asian sources.  Our plywood, as the rest of our wood, is supplied by Northwest owned and operated sources and therefore subject to the more strict U.S. standards.

· Our local plywood supplier, Tree Products Hardwoods, has had their stock of ¼” Birch Plywood tested by an independent lab in Eugene and found insignificant levels of formaldehyde gases.

· All plywood used by Pacific Rim is cut and stored for months prior to using the pieces in the furniture.  Formaldehyde gas off-gasses quickly, this helps speed the process.  This also insures that virtually no formaldehyde is present when the items are shipped.

